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tend to prefer those which encourage more passive play.
Nevertheless, the actual vigorousness of the girls may be as
great as that of the boys. Fales'13 study of thirty-two pre-
school boys and girls showed them to be strikingly similar,
on the average, in the vigorousness of their activities. There
were wide individual differences, especially among the girls.
The most passive and the most active children in the entire
group were girls.
LANGUAGE
Development of Language in Preschool Children. — Lan-
guage develops in response to needs. From two to five years
of age speech rapidly progresses from single words — nouns,
verbs, adverbs, adjectives, and prepositions — to single-word
sentences, non-verb sentences, short sentences of three to five
words, complete sentences of six to eight words, and real
conversation. Personal pronouns, relative pronouns, and
subordinating and connecting words are usually acquired
relatively late. Baby talk, or infantile pronunciation, should
be a thing of the past by the fifth year. The amount
of incomprehensible speech and incomplete sentences de-
creases; the length of sentences and the proportion of com-
plex sentences increases.14 Sentences increase in length, on
the average, from 1.7 words at two years of age to 4.7 words
at four and a half years. Complete sentences increase with
age. Compound and complex sentences appear in the con-
versation of children by the end of the third year. Sen-
tences, such as "I'll come in when you call me," and "May
I go to Mary if she is home?" should not call forth astonish-
ment when occasionally used by three-year-old children.
Simple sentences, however, are the most common form at all
preschool ages. During the fifth year compound and com-
plex sentences constitute only about 2 and 5 per cent respec-
tively, of the total number of sentences.
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